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Thank you Madam Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to Heywood Township.  
 
Heywood Christmas Festival 
             
This year’s Christmas Festival Event was the biggest and best yet with a full day of activities, 
stalls, entertainment, lots of costumes, the Frozen Sisters being extremely popular. There 
was a music concert with many artists performing and a massive Lantern Parade with five 
magnificent Floats. The Event was well attended throughout the day and Community events 
such as lantern making brought the Community together in the lead up. I would like to extend 
my thanks to all the volunteers and especially the Heywood Business Group in assisting the 
Township in putting on such a memorable event.   
 
Remembrance 
 
Remembrance Service on Sunday the 9th November 2014 was again the best ever attended 
with over 2000 people in attendance representing all walks of life and ages in The Heywood 
Community. Many thanks to The Blackley Brass Band who led the Parade.   

Sunday 23rd November 2014 saw Heywood celebrating and recognising Lancashire Day, on 
this day in 1295 the first elected representatives from Lancashire were called to Westminster 
by King Edward I to attend The Model Parliament.  

Also this day the Anniversary of Aden Day was commemorated with a Service at the 
Memorial Gardens to which the National Vice Chairman and members of the North West 
Branch Aden Veterans Association and Community attended. Sunday the 27th November 
1967 saw the withdrawal of troops, from the bitter and bloody Aden conflict against formidable 
terrorists which resulted in 280 British Regular and Special Forces Service personnel losing 
their lives and many hundreds injured.  

 
Mayor’s Carol Concert 
 
The Mayors Carol Service was led by both the Mayor and Mayoress on Wednesday the 10th 
December 2014 at a packed Saint Joseph’s Church, Heywood with many distinguished 
guests present. Many thanks to Fr Paul Daly who officiated over this festive occasion which 
included Choirs from local Schools and Churches and Heywood’s own “The Voice”.   
 
Police and Community Safety 
 
The Heywood Community Spirit shop set up by Community Safety together with Greater 
Manchester Police and Respite North West Charity to help raise funds towards the Christmas 
Spirit event and also allow clients to build their confidence and self-esteem by helping out in 
the shop  has now been open several months and has proved to be a huge success. A 
Facebook page allows people to follow any events. Help has been given to several families in 
Heywood, in providing furniture and clothing. Sufficient funds have been raised to host a 
Christmas a party for 100 vulnerable people, this was a great success last year when thirty 
people who had been repeat victims of anti-social behaviour, bogus callers or were deemed 
vulnerable due to circumstances of health or bereavement.  A Christmas party for under 



privileged children was funded which provided each with a Christmas present, a visit from a 
group of Disney characters  Elsa, Snow White, and Spiderman which was a huge success. A 
trip to Mac Donald’s in the Trafford Centre was also funded for twelve individuals who suffer 
from physical and mental disabilities, this was done as part of partnership working with GMP 
and Cherwell Centre and  Heywood taxi drivers providing their services free of charge. 
 
Operation Bauble on Friday the 5th December 2014 was a great success with several 
warrants executed along with local councillors, resulting in a number of arrests. 
Operation Forward to tackle anti-social behaviour in the Town has been successful with high 
profile officers in Heywood and will continue.             
Crucial Crew was again a huge success with 2,600 children attending the sessions.  
 
The Greater Manchester Police and Crime Commissioner, Tony Lloyd, has agreed to attend a 
Public Meeting on the 15th January 2015 at The Phoenix Centre to discuss Heywood Policing 
issues which will be reported on next time.  
 
 
Cllr Ray Dutton 
Chair of Heywood Township 
 

 
 
 

Thank you Madam Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Heywood Township Committee. 

 


